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Second Sunday of Easter

ELW setting 3
April 12, 2026 10:00 a.m.
(*Indicates Please Stand)
GATHERING
PRELUDE Jesus Christ Is Risen Today Healey Willan

* INVOCATION

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



* OPENING HYMN #379 NOW THE GREEN BLADE RISES
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I Now the green blade ris - es from the bur-ied  grain,
2 In the grave they laid him, love by ha-tred slain,
3 Forth he came at Eas - ter like the r1is - en grain,
4 When our hearts are win - (ry, griev-ing, or in pain,
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wheat that in  dark earth man -y days has lain;
think - ing that he would nev-er wake a - gain,
he that for three days in the grave had lain;
your touch can  call us back to life a - gain,
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love lives a - gain, that with the dead has been;
laid the earth like grain that sleeps un - seen;
raised from the dead, my liv - ing Lord is seen;
fields our hearts that dead and bare have been;
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love is come a - gain like wheat a - r1is -ing  green.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



* PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those
who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness
of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

LESSON I Peter 1:3-9

B lessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he

has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus

Christ from the dead *and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled,
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, * who are being protected by the power of
God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. °In this you
rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, " so that
the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor
when Jesus Christ is revealed. * Although you have not seen him, you love him, and
even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an
indescribable and glorious joy, ’ for you are receiving the outcome of your faith,
the salvation of your souls.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 16 Sing responsively
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' Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you;
I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good a- ! bove all other.”
* All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land,
upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.
’But those who run after | other gods
shall have their troubles | multiplied.
‘I will not pour out drink offerings ! to such gods,
never take theit names up- | on my lips. R
O LORD, you ate my portion | and my cup;
it is you who up- ! hold my lot.
My boundaries enclose a ! pleasant land;
indeed, I have a ! rich inheritance.
"I will bless the LORD who ! gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night | after night.
°I have set the LORD al- | ways before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken. R
’ My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spit- ! it rejoices;
my body also shall ! rest in hope.
""Fot you will not abandon me ! to the grave,
nor let your holy one ! see the pit.
""'You will show me the ! path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures
for- I evermore. R



*HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19-31

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

hen it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors

were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” * After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. *' Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so I send you.” * When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. > If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

**But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. * So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and
put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

* A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” *’ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
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believe.” * Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” * Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not

seen and yet have come to believe.”

*Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not
written in this book. *' But these are written so that you may continue to believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may
have life in his name.

Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Pastor Mark A. Grorud
* HYMN #632 OH GOD OUR HELP IN AGES PAST
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1 O God, our help in a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un-der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be -fore the hills in or-der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like eve - ning gone,
9 — | —— .
CEESIEEEESS B e e e e
our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to  end-less years the same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
bears all our years away;
they fly forgotten, as a dream

dies at the op’ning day.

6 O God, our help in ages past,

our hope for years to come,

still be our guard while troubles last

and our eternal home.




* APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each portion of the prayers ends with one of these responses:

Lord, in your mercy, Hear us, O God. Bless we the Lord
hear our prayer. Your mercy is great. Thanks be to God!
(The prayers conclude:)

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy, through Christ our Lord. Amen.



* PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.

May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.

* PREFACE DIALOGUE
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
]
P A
@w_,_a P S— i ——— ————
J -~ ~— — . =
Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
]
)" A
O o o o o o, _ 4 ¢ o ¢
J ‘~____—_/. — - <
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
0]
¥
@ s e — 7
J — — B B -
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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* PREFACE FOR EASTER SEASON
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Ho -1y, ho - 1y, ho - 1y Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav-en and carth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the  high - est.  Bless-ed 1s he who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - cst

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took break, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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* THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION:
God feeds us with tender mercy.

Come to the table.

12



LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world,; have
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mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take o - way the
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sin - of the world; grant us peace.

Please bring your offering with you as you come forward to receive Holy Communion. Commmunion
distribution is by intinction. The communion bread or gluten-free wafer will be placed in your hand. Tafke the
bread or wafer and dip it into the chalice of wine. Do not have your fingers tonch the wine

LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER P 471

Let us break bread together on our knees,
Let us break bread together on our knees.
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun.

O Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us drink wine together on our knees,

Let us drink wine together on our knees.

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.
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Let us praise God together on our knees,

Let us praise God together on our knees.

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

*COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and always keep you in
his grace. Amen.

LET Us PrAY.

* POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love.
Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen

SENDING
* BLESSING

May God who comes among us,
Father, F Son, and Holy Spirit,
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,

and good news to share today and always.
Amen.
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*HYMN #449 WE KNOW THAT CHRIST IS RAISED
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1 We know that Christ 1is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - ter 1In his sav - ing death.
3 The Fa - ther’s splen - dor clothes the Son with life.
4 A new cre - a - tion comes to life and Zrows
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Em-braced by death, he  broke its fear - ful hold,
Re - born, we share with him an Eas - ter life,
The Spir - it’s fis - sion shakes the church of God.
as Christ’'s new bod - y takes on flesh and blood
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and our de spair he turned to  blaz - ing Jjoy.
as liv - ing mem - bers  of our Sav - ior Christ.
Bap-tized, we live with God the Three iIn One.
The u - ni verse re - stored and whole will  sing:
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Hal - le - lu - jah!
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*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Thine Is the Glory Ryan Thomas
Tune : Judas Maccabaeus by G.F. Handel

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Aungsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23311.
Used by permission under ONE LLICENSE #.A4-736999
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PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING are offered for all those celebrating birthdays this
week including Ken D’Arinzo (April 13), Linda Kopp (April 15), Esme Laubscher
(April 15) and Elaine Utley (April 17).

CARE AND HEALING: Elaine Bakios, Heather Bakios, Stephen Bakios, Ken
Bielemeier, Joe Boehm, Shari Bruner, Robert Carpenter, Angela Castillo, Rosanna
Dumbus, Althea Ericsson, Eric Ericsson, Phil Evensen, Jill Ferenc, Michael Guhl,
April Gurciullo, Rita Hausdorff, Jack Koch, Mark Kramm, Riley Johansen, Liam
Ledbetter-Dunn, Pam Lowell, Baylor (Boomer) Manchuck, Claire Miethke, Richard
Miller Jr., Judy Mirczak, Ann Moores, Jim Moores, Benton Morse, Doris Ann Peter,
Joey Peter, Jan and Harv Weitzel, and Jen Wolfe.

MISSION PARTNERS: in the Gulf States, Martin Luther Church, (ELCA) Mobile,
Alabama, and our NEW ENGLAND SYNOD PARTNERS, the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Palestine and the Holy Land, and the Lutheran church in Honduras

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — WE NEED YOUR HELP

We recently announced a new way to sign up for worship assistant assignments. Go
to the weekly newsletter under Worship Assistants — We Need Your Help and sign
up. If you need some instruction for some of the roles, please reach out to the office
and we will make sure it happens. Thank you.
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Greeter

Assisting Minister

Reader

Altar Guild

Cookies & Conversations
Counters

Interim Pastor

Organist

Greeter

Assisting Minister

Reader

Altar Guild

Cookies & Conversations
Counters

Interim Pastor

Organist

Indoor Worship Protocol

SERVING TODAY

Lisa Ferraro

Roger Heine

Diana Van Dam

Diana Van Dam

Diana Van Dam

Melba Grieshaber, Roger Heine
Pastor Mark Grorud

Dr. Alla Borzova

SERVING NEXT WEEK

Lisa Ferraro

Ken D’Arinzo

Norma Grieshaber

Agneta Aspinwall

Agneta Aspinwall

Ken D’Arinzo, Roger Heine
Pastor Mark Grorud

Dr. Alla Borzova

We are still careful of one another’s health in the post Covid time and encourage you

to keep following safe protocols.

Pastor Mark Grorud, Interim Pastor
Church Office (203) 966-3913
Nancy Rowe, Admin (203) 966-3913
Alla Borzova, Director of Music

Ken D’Arinzo, Council President
Website (Stephen Galyas; webmaster)
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mgrorud@gmail.com

saintmichaelsoffice@gmail.com
saintmichaelsoffice@gmail.com
music@StMichaelsLutheran.org
president@StMichaelsLutheran.org
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WEEKLY NEWS
April 12 - April 18

ONLINE? KEEP THE CONVERSATION GOING...
Please use #stmichaelsnewcanaan as your hashtag on social media during the week.
“Like” our Facebook Page: St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, New Canaan, CT.

OFFERING ENVELOPES: Please use the offering envelopes in the pew rack if
you make a cash donation, and write your name on the front of the envelope. This
allows us to ensure we are keeping track of members’ cash contributions placed in the
offering plate without their numbered envelope.

COMMUNION CARDS: To remain on the active member voting list you must
submit at least one communion card per year and one financial contribution per
year. If you have not filled out a communion card yet this year, please do so

soon. They are located in the pew card holder and you can just drop it in the offering
plate on your way up to communion.

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY’S CONSTANT CONTACT EMAIL

The deadline for submissions for the weekly constant contact email is Tuesday at 9:00
AM. Any submissions received after the deadline will appear in the following week’s
CC email.

Summary of Receipts & Expenses: February 2026

February 28, 2026 Total 2026 YTD
Actual Actual
Receipts 12,141 21,080
Expenses 19,743 36,745
Surplus/ (Deficit) (7,603) (15,665)

44 IN ATTENDANCE ON GOOD FRIDAY
72 IN ATTENDANCE ON EASTER SUNDAY
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This Week: April 12 - April 18

Sunday, April 12
9:00 am & 11:15 am Choir Practice
10:00 am Worship
11:00 am Cookies & Conversation

Thursday, April 16
OWLS - Noon

[FOR YYOUR INFORMATION]

Upcoming Events

Sunday, April 19

9:00 am & 11:15 am Choir Practice
9:00 am Confirmation Class

10:00 am Worship

11:00 am Cookies & Conversation

For pastoral services, Pastor Grorud can be reached at (402) 620-8032 or via his
new email address mgrorud@gmail.com. He is in the church office Tuesday and

Thursday afternoons.

Need access to the church? Please plan on coming during office hours: Tuesday

and Thursday afternoons.
New Canaan Historical Society:

Normal hours of operation are Tuesday-Saturday 10 am - 4 pm. They are closed on

Sundays and Mondays.
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