


Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost

ELW setting 3
September 13, 2026 10:00 a.m.
(*Indicates Please Stand)
GATHERING
PRELUDE Day by Day Todd Kendall

Tune: BLOTT EN DAG by Oscar Abnfelt

* INVOCATION

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



* OPENING HYMN #835

ALL CREATURES WORSHIP GOD MOST HIGH vS. 1,2 & 4
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All  crea-tures, wor - ship God most high! Sound ev - 'ry voice in earth and
Sing, broth - er wind; with clouds and rain you grow the gifts of fruit and
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3 Sing, broth - er fire, so mirth-ful, strong; drive far the shad-ows, jo
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All' who for love of God for-give, all who in pain or sor-row
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sky: Al-le - Iu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Sing, broth -er sun, in splen-dor
grain:  Al-le - Iu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Dear sis - ter wa-ter, use - ful,
throng: Al-le - Iu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Dear moth - er earth, so rich in
grieve: Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - ia! Christ bears your bur-dens and your
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bright; sing, sis - ter moon and stars of night:
clear, make mu - sic for your Lord to hear: Al-le - u - i 1-le =
care, praise God in col - ors bright and rare: Hosin, alsle
fears; still make your song a - mid the tears:
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lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!

5 And you, most gentle sister death, 6 O sisters, brothers, take your part,
waiting to hush our final breath: and worship God with humble heart:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom, All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
fair is the night that leads us home. and Holy Spirit, Three in One:
Alleluia. Alleluia.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



* PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight
in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

LESSON Genesis 50:15-21

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still

bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did

to him?” ' So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this
instruction before he died, '’ ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your
brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the
crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to
him. " Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here
as your slaves.” " But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of
God? * Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in
order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. * So have no fear;
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them,
speaking kindly to them.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 Sing responsively

"Bless the Lord, | O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name.
*Bless the Lotd, | O my soul,
and forget not | all God’s benefits—
’who forgives | all your sins
and heals all | your diseases;
*who redeems your life | from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy; R
*who satisfies your desires | with good things
so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s.
%0 Lotd, you provide | vindication
and justice for all who | are oppressed.
"You made known your | ways to Moses
and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel.
*Lotd, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love; R
’you will not al- | ways accuse us,
nor will you keep your an- | ger forever.
""You have not dealt with us according | to our sins,
nor repaid us according to | our iniquities.
" For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.
"> As far as the east is | from the west,
so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us.
" As a father has compassion | for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O Lord. R



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - ia.

*HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew
Gloty to you, O Lord.

eter came and said to [Jesus,| “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me,

2 22

how often should I forgive? As many as seven times Jesus said to him,

“Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

» “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished
to settle accounts with his slaves. ** When he began the reckoning, one who owed him
ten thousand talents was brought to him, ** and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and
payment to be made. ** So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” * And out of pity for him, the lord
of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. ** But that same slave, as he went
out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing
him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” * Then his fellow slave fell down and
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” *” But he refused; then



he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. *' When his fellow
slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and

reported to their lord all that had taken place. ** Then his lord summoned him and
said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with
me. *’ Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on

you?” ** And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his
entire debt. > So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Mark A. Grorud



* HYMN

NO

#606

OUR FATHER, WE HAVE WANDERED
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I Our Fa - ther, we have wan - dered and hid - den from your face;
2 And now at length dis - cern - ing the e - vil that we do,
3 O Lord of all the liv. - ing, both ban-ished and re - stored,
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in  fool-ish-ness have squan - dered your leg - a - cy of  grace.
be - hold us, Lord, re - turn - ing with hope and ftrust to you.
com - pas-sion-ate, for - giv - ing, and ev - er - car - ing Lord,
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But now, in ex -ile dwell - ing, we rise with fear and shame,
In haste you come to meet us and home re - joic - ing bring,
grant now that our trans - gress - ing, our faith-less-ness may cease.
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as, dis - tant but com - pel - ling, we hear you call our name.
in glad-ness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring.
Stretch out your hand in bless - ing, in par-don, and in peace.



* APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Each portion of the prayers ends with one of these responses:

Lord, in your mercy, Hear us, O God.

hear our prayer. Your mercy is great.

(The prayers conclude:)

Bless we the Lord
Thanks be to God!

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your

mercy, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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* PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.

May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.

* GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is ight to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE FOR PENTECOST SEASON
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took break, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

12



* THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION:

God feeds us with tender mercy.
Come to the table.

LAMB OF GOD
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sin - of the world; grant us peace.
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Please bring your offering with you as you come forward to receive Holy Communion. Communion
distribution is by intinction. The communion bread or gluten-free wafer will be placed in your hand. Tafke the
bread or wafer and dip it into the chalice of wine. Do not have your fingers touch the wine

LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER P 471

Let us break bread together on our knees,
Let us break bread together on our knees.
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun.

O Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us drink wine together on our knees,

Let us drink wine together on our knees.

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us praise God together on our knees,

Let us praise God together on our knees.

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

*COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and always keep you in
his grace. Amen.

LET Us PrAY.

* POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love.
Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen
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* BLESSING

SENDING

May God who comes among us,

Father, F Son, and Holy Spitit,
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,

and good news to share today and always.

Amen.

*HYMN #879 FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH
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1 For the beau-ty of the -earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
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for the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round wus Ilies:
hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo -ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri-fice of praise.
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*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Soldiers of Christ, Arise Lani Smith
Tune: DIADEMATA by George J. Elvey

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23311.
Used by permission under ONE LLICENSE #A-736999
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SERVING TODAY

Greeter Nancy Perez
Assisting Minister Ken D’Arinzo
Reader Nancy Perez
Altar Guild Laura White
Cookies & Conversations Norma Gerwig
Counters Ken D’Arinzo, Melba Grieshaber
Interim Pastor Pastor Mark A. Grorud
Organist Dr. Alla Borzova
SERVING NEXT WEEK

Greeter Paul Laubscher
Assisting Minister Elizabeth Tobey
Reader Esme Laubscher
Altar Guild Laura White
Cookies & Conversations

Counters Ken D’Arinzo, Melba Grieshaber
Interim Pastor Pastor Mark A. Grorud
Organist Dr. Alla Borzova

Indoor Worship Protocol

We are still careful of one another’s health in the post Covid time and encourage you
to keep following safe protocols.

Pastor Mark Grorud, Interim Pastor mgrorud@gmail.com

Church Oftice (203) 966-3913 saintmichaelsoffice(@gmail.com
Nancy Rowe, Admin (203) 966-3913 saintmichaelsoffice@gmail.com

Alla Borzova, Director of Music music@StMichaelsL.utheran.org
Ken D’Arinzo, Council President SaintMichaelsPresident@gmail.com
Website (Stephen Galyas; webmaster)
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WEEKLY NEWS
September 14 - September 19

ONLINE? KEEP THE CONVERSATION GOING...
Please use #stmichaelsnewcanaan as your hashtag on social media during the week.
“Like” our Facebook Page: St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, New Canaan, CT.

WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE..

Offering Envelopes: Please use the envelopes found in the pew rack E Ch
and place the donation in the brass plate as you come forward for i‘ Al
communion. Ofr, to use a credit card to contribute to St. Michael's or 1. i"ﬂl"'-"l ":
other ELCA ministries, scan the QR code which links to St. "ﬁ'&:ﬂ
Michael's account in the tithe.ly church giving system. [=]3) ek [w]

COMMUNION CARDS: To remain on the active member voting list you must
submit at least one communion card per year and one financial contribution per
year. If you have not filled out a communion card yet this year, please do so

soon. They are located in the pew card holder and you can just drop it in the offering
plate on your way up to communion.

CARE AND HEALING: Elaine Bakios, Stephen Bakios, Ken Bielemeier, Joe
Boehm, Shari Bruner, Robert Carpenter, Angela Castillo, Jill Ferenc, Michael Guhl,
Aprtil Gurciullo, Rita Hausdorff, Jack Koch, Mark Kramm, Riley Johansen, Pam
Lowell, Baylor (Boomer) Manchuck, Claire Miethke, Richard Miller Jr., Judy Mirczak,
Ann Moores, Jim Moores, Benton Morse, Doris Ann Peter, Joey Peter, Helga Turk,
Jan Weitzel, and Jen Wolfe.

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING for all those celebrating birthdays this week,
including Tyler Ferraro (September 16) and Tom Peter (September 16)

FLOWERS this week are given by Nancy Perez in memory of Will Perez, Pat
Bellows, Sharon & Jack Moryl.

MISSION PARTNERS: in the Gulf States, Martin Luther Church, (ELCA) Mobile,
Alabama, and our NEW ENGLAND SYNOD PARTNERS, the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Palestine and the Holy Land, and the Lutheran church in Honduras

25 IN ATTENDANCE ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
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WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, September 13

9:00 am Choir Rehearsal

10:00 am Worship

11:00 am Cookies & Conversation
11:15 am Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, September 20

9:00 am Choir Rehearsal

10:00 am Worship

11:00 am Cookies & Conversation
11:15 am Choir Rehearsal

OFFERING ENVELOPES

Please use the offering envelopes in the pew rack if you make a cash donation, and
write your name on the front of the envelope. This allows us to ensure we are keeping
track of members’ cash contributions placed in the offering plate without their
numbered envelope

lIFOR YOUR INF ORMATIONl

For pastoral services, Pastor Grorud can be reached at (402) 620-8032 or via his
email address mgrorud@gmail.com. He is in the church office Tuesday and
Thursday afternoons.

Need access to the church? Please plan on coming during office hours:
Nancy will be in on Tuesday and Wednesday this week.
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Dear St. Michael’s Congregation,

I hope you had an enjoyable summer! Our choir will
resume singing in a few weeks. Our first choir rehearsal is today, September 13. Our
choir rehearses on Sundays from 9 till 9:40 AM (at this time in the Fellowship Hall)
and after the coffee hour (upstairs, the exact place TBA): from 11:15 till noon. We
might schedule the additional rehearsal/rehearsals before Christmas and Easter. The
choir will continue singing on Sundays as per availability of the choir members.

We need your voices and we need all voices! We sing all styles of music: from easy
classical to contemporary, gospel, spirituals and even jazz. Once again, if you think
your voice is good only for the shower, please, reconsider! My selections depend on
the availability of choir members. Teens are always welcome and I would be happy to
provide a wonderful college recommendation. Also, if you play an instrument and
would like to share your talent with the congregation, please let me know.

Peace,

Dr. Alla A. Borzova, Music Director
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